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Students Leaving at the end of 2008-09 Term
Dear Parents
Could I ask that if you are intending for your child to leave us at the end of this term that you let us know as soon as possible.
We have a waiting list currently and some anxious parents awaiting a place at the school in all year groups and I would like to be able to respond to their needs if I may.
If you require a reference or report for your child’s new school please also give us adequate notice as these take time for staff to complete.
With best wishes and thanks
Jane Foxcroft

Principal

Re: Y11 and Y12 Students wishing to take SATs at the South Island School Centre 

It is still possible for West Island students to take their SATs at South Island School. As SIS is a private centre, the name does not appear in the "Centre" drop box. West Island Students must use both the South Island CEEB code and the South Island Centre number must be put in manually.
Please ask your son/daughter to visit the Careers Room for these confidential numbers.
If your son/daughter does not wish to go to South Island School, the Hong Kong Exams Authority does state that there should be sufficient places in the territory. If the Collegeboard site shows that centres are full, you may wish to call the HKEA at the Wanchai office 3628 8833. They are open from 8.30 to 5pm, Monday to Friday.
Careers Team
Lower School Sports Festival – Parents of year 7,8,9 and 12 Students
I write with details of the Lower School Sports Festival which will take place on Wednesday 24th June. This will take place at school and at The University of Hong Kong Sports Facility in Sandy Bay. Our Year 12 group will be involved in organising and running the events. It will mean a few minor changes to arrangements on that day.

Lunch will be brought forward to the end of Period 3 at 12.10pm. As students will be taking part in sport at 1pm they may want to consider eating a more substantial meal at morning break and eating a snack at Lunch.
Students should take normal precautions for being outdoors at that time of year. They should wear a hat and sunscreen. They should also have a supply of water although that will be available at both locations. I also ask that students wear their dynasty tops and sports uniform on that day.
School will end at the normal time. Buses will leave from school and Sandy Bay.

I hope that the afternoon will be enjoyable for all students.

Peter Wray

Head of Dynasties
CAS Opportunity
Ebenezer School – they need about 10 people to helping with their Swimming Gala on Friday 12 June from 8.45am – 1.00pm.  Students have to bring their swimming suits and flip-flop etc.  Anybody interested, please sign up with Ms Ho in Room A505A.

All the information is on CAS board or the link to the list of new opportunities (and the existing Community Service contact list) is here:
http://clc.esf.edu.hk/GroupRenderCustomPage.asp?GroupID=9709&ResourceID=230923
CAS Team
Message from Sports and PE Faculty
ESF Swimming Gala

This will take place on Friday, June 12th at South Island School from 2-5.00pm.  Parents are invited to attend.
Inter Dynasty Blacks Link X-Country 2009
Inter Dynasty Blacks Link X-Country was ran Friday, 29th May around the peak.

Over 200 runners of all abilities took part, representing their Dynasty with great enthusiasm.  Special mention must go to the top 3 runners in each year group and extra applause to our 3 record breakers.
Bridget Kriesel( Year 7), Tara Dolan(Year 8) and James Gibb(Year 9).
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To see the overall results, please follow the link or check WIS website.
Link: http://clc.esf.edu.hk/GroupHomepage.asp?GroupID=840
Yr 9 / 10 combined Inter Dynasty Rugby 7's

This competition will take place on Friday 12th June at Sandy Bay. 3:30 kick off
ESF Basketball Tournaments

WIS continues to develop in Basketball and this year has been the most successful.  In the HKSSF competition, the girls finished runners up and have been promoted to Division 1.
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All four girls teams won their ESF Competitions along with the Year 8 Boys.  The coaches(Ms Stachan, Ms Caldwell, Ms Greendwood, Mr Bengry, Mr Cosentino, Mr Walker, Doris Chen and Gotti), and players were excellent.

Football

The Monday afternoon Pokfulam Premier League is coming to an exciting conclusion and over one hundred WIS players gratefully accepted the invitation from Southampton Football Club to receive a coaching session.  The Southampton Team were in HK to take part in the HKFC 7-a-side tournament and they took the time to pass on some valuable tips.  The sessions were rewarding and enjoyable.
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Many thanks to Neil Jensen, a WIS parent, for organising the Coaching
Inter Dynasty Sport

There have been several exciting competitions recently and the upcoming “Blacks Link’’, Cross Country and “Mini Swim Gala results will be posted ASAP.

HKSSF SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2009

The date of the finals day of this competition is October 21st 2009 which falls during the ESF/WIS half term break.  It is hoped that any student who will be selected for the team will be available on this date and any holiday outside of HK can be arranged around this date.  For further details please contact me - richard.lant@wis.edu.hk
Sports and PE Faculty

British Citizens and Locate - repeat
I have been contacted by the British Embassy to ask me to send this email message to you regarding your safety if you are abroad and are a British citizen. Please do read and use if you feel you wish to.
‘If you and your family or friends are working, travelling or living in China this summer, get them to sign up to LOCATE.
What is LOCATE?
LOCATE is a new online service that allows British consular officials to contact you in the event of any incident abroad (e.g. earthquake, tsunami, avian/swine flu).
Why sign up?
If there is an earthquake, flood or outbreak in China we can get in contact with you and let your family and friends know that you are safe.
How do I sign up?
Just take two minutes and save yourself a lot of worry by registering here:

https://www.locate.fco.gov.uk/locateportal
If you want to find out more about the benefits of LOCATE you can look here:

https://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travelling-and-living-overseas/Locate ’
Best wishes

Jane Foxcroft

Principal
Re: Teaching and Learning until Friday, 26 June - repeat
Please note that teaching and learning for the year finishes at West Island School on Friday, 26 June at noon. Lessons remain as normal until this point. The school therefore does not encourage early departure by students for any reason other than those which are unavoidable, as valuable teaching time will be lost. With this in mind, any request for early departure should be made in writing to the Principal. Your cooperation in this regard is much appreciated.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Tough

Vice Principal

Star Search 2009 DVD - repeat
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Star Search is our annual West Island School talent quest.  The participation this year was absolutely massive with well over two hundred entries, and the events were supported by enthusiastic audiences.  Performances ranged from classical to rock, solo to group and dance…all of which were thoroughly entertaining.
The Film and Media department have produced a 75 minute DVD which focuses on the Winners’ Concerts, where winners from each category give their final performance of the season. 

Congratulations to all the performers who were very brave in sharing their talents with us, and thank you to the audiences who, in true West Island School fashion were kind and supportive.  You have all made Star Search 2009 a fantastic success.
I hope the DVD brings back good memories of this truly wonderful event. It is available from Camby at the school reception for $100.
Tracey Eyton

WIS Music department

Bad Weather Procedures – repeat
There is the possibility of some heavy rain next week and as we have a busy examination schedule I would like to draw your attention to the following procedures relating to examinations.
Re: Bad Weather Procedures During Examinations:
In the event of bad weather please listen to public announcements and then check the front page of WIS CLC for the latest information on our examination sessions. The decision to postpone exams or start them later that day is made centrally by ESF after consultation with the HKEAA. The decision is then communicated to all ESF schools and the school websites are updated as soon as possible.
Please be aware that decisions made regarding exams may be different from those affecting the school as a whole and so it is essential that you keep checking the website for the most up-to-date information. Postponed exams may be rescheduled over a weekend. Please do not telephone school as you may not get through.
For warnings before you leave home:
- BLACK RAINSTORM OR TYPHOON 8 AND ABOVE - Exams will be postponed. Check http://clc.esf.edu.hk or http://www.wis.edu.hk for announcements.

- RED AND AMBER RAINSTORM WARNING - Exams will go ahead as timetabled. Check http://clc.esf.edu.hk or www.wis.edu.hk before you leave home as there may be an exception depending on the circumstances.
Many thanks for your attention
Jacob Martin

Vice Principal
Announcement Regarding Swine Influenza and Public Examinations - repeat
The latest information from the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority is that all examinations will take place as scheduled, beginning on Monday 4 May 2009. This is subject to change, however, and students should regularly check their school email accounts and consult the school website for announcements of any changes. If there is no announcement then it must be assumed that public examinations will take place as scheduled.

Students should make sure that they continue to prepare for examinations. In particular, they should make sure that they have all revision material at home.

As a precautionary measure against influenza, candidates:

· May bring and wear face masks during examinations, although they may be asked to remove these for verification of identity.

· Should cover their noses and mouths when sneezing or coughing and should wear a mask if instructed to do so by an invigilator.

· May be asked to sit at the back of the examination room or in another room if coughing or sneezing is serious in order to minimise disturbance and any health risk to others.

· Should let an invigilator know if they feel unwell.

· The School will be disinfecting the tables between each examination in line with HK Government recommendations.

Please note the following. In the event of a serious outbreak of swine influenza in Hong Kong, it is possible that the HK government will close schools. In this situation one of the following events is likely to occur:

1) Public examinations will be allowed to go ahead as scheduled.

2) Examinations will be postponed to be taken at a later date.

Examinations will be cancelled. If this happens measures will be put into place by the IBO and other examining bodies to award grades to the students affected wherever possible.
Remember to check your school email and the school website regularly.
Debbie Kane

Examinations Officer 

Jacob Martin 

Vice Principal 
Potential School Closure - repeat 
Dear Parents,
As you will be aware the situation due to Swine Flu is emerging and changing daily.

The government in Hong Kong will alert the public via TV and radio if schools are to be closed, so please make a point of looking to these.

We will post on our website if the school is closed, and e-mails to you will outline our procedures for students.
In school the phones will be manned to answer any queries and the Leadership Team will be constantly available for help.
In the event of the unfortunate case that the school is asked to close by the HK government if there are Swine Flu cases in HK schools, we will use an electronic system to teach remotely.
Students will be given the information via tutors tomorrow but we felt you should also have access to this so you can see how the system works.
We send this in preparation for you of this eventuality.

(Click here to download the information)
Jane Foxcroft

Principal
PTA Membership is now Compulsory for all Parents - reminder

UNDER THE AMENDED ESF ORDINANCE
PTA & BUS APPLICATION 2009/10 
  
Please send in your PTA Application form for year 2009/10 with payment to our office. We are also taking in bus applications for year 2009/10. As bus spaces are given on first come-first serve basis, please send in your completed bus application form and payment as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

You can download our forms from our PTA website or click on the following link:
http://clc.esf.edu.hk/GroupDownloadFile.asp?GroupId=1889&ResourceId=257273 
  
Thank you for supporting PTA
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