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Star Search is our annual West Island School talent quest.  The participation this year was absolutely massive with well over two hundred entries, and the events were supported by enthusiastic audiences.  Performances ranged from classical to rock, solo to group and dance…all of which were thoroughly entertaining.

The Film and Media department have produced a 75 minute DVD which focuses on the Winners’ Concerts, where winners from each category give their final performance of the season. 

Congratulations to all the performers who were very brave in sharing their talents with us, and thank you to the audiences who, in true West Island School fashion were kind and supportive.  You have all made Star Search 2009 a fantastic success.

I hope the DVD brings back good memories of this truly wonderful event. It is available from Camby at the school reception for $100.

Tracey Eyton

WIS Music department

Stuart Miller

Media/Events Organiser
Students Leaving at the end of 2008-09 Term
Dear Parents

Could I ask that if you are intending for your child to leave us at the end of this term that you let us know as soon as possible.

We have a waiting list currently and some anxious parents awaiting a place at the school in all year groups and I would like to be able to respond to their needs if I may.

If you require a reference or report for your child’s new school please also give us adequate notice as these take time for staff to complete.

With best wishes and thanks

Jane Foxcroft

Principal

Parent Forum

Dear Parents,
Please be advised that due to the space constraint, this month’s Parent Forum is limited to Middle School ( year 10 & 11) parents only. We will repeat this evening again next year for Lower and Upper School parents.
	November 27th 2008
	The importance of History in a 21st Century school curriculum.
	Mr.Nick Forde

 (Head of Humanities)

	January 22nd 2009
	What is Theory of Knowledge?
	Ms. Bridgette Van Dorsselaer 

(Head of Theory of Knowledge)

	March 12th 2009
	The English curriculum at West Island School.
	Mr. Ben Astley

 (Head of English)

	April 30th 2009
	Teaching students to become life long learners.
	Ms Julie Yarnall 

(Head of Learning for Life)

	May 21st 2009
	Teenage pressures – internet use.
	Ms.Julie Hannaford 

(Head of Middle School) 

& 

Mrs Lorraine Cook

 ( WIS parent & specialist in cyber bullying)


If you intend to attend this session, I would be very grateful if you could email Ms Natalie Berry at natalie.berry@wis.edu.hk  to ensure we have adequate seating.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Tough

Vice Principal
Bad Weather Procedures

There is the possibility of some heavy rain next week and as we have a busy examination schedule I would like to draw your attention to the following procedures relating to examinations.

Many thanks for your attention

Jacob Martin

Vice Principal

Re: Bad Weather Procedures During Examinations:

In the event of bad weather please listen to public announcements and then check the front page of WIS CLC for the latest information on our examination sessions. The decision to postpone exams or start them later that day is made centrally by ESF after consultation with the HKEAA. The decision is then communicated to all ESF schools and the school websites are updated as soon as possible.

Please be aware that decisions made regarding exams may be different from those affecting the school as a whole and so it is essential that you keep checking the website for the most up-to-date information. Postponed exams may be rescheduled over a weekend. Please do not telephone school as you may not get through.

For warnings before you leave home:

- BLACK RAINSTORM OR TYPHOON 8 AND ABOVE - Exams will be postponed. Check http://clc.esf.edu.hk or http://www.wis.edu.hk for announcements.

- RED AND AMBER RAINSTORM WARNING - Exams will go ahead as timetabled. Check http://clc.esf.edu.hk or www.wis.edu.hk before you leave home as there may be an exception depending on the circumstances.

Jacob Martin

Vice Principal
Reading Week 2009: May18th-22nd

As many of you will know, next week is the annual West Island Reading Week and we are all looking forward to a week of both fun reading based activities and some important fund raising. We ask for parents to support our efforts in school by encouraging their children to dress as a character on Monday and to take part in as many lunchtime activities as possible. Some of this year’s highlights include Mr. Lant performing the classic Mrs. Mouse’s Holiday and Ms. Foxcroft appearing as Anne Robinson in the West Island Weakest Link competition!  

On a serious note, as is traditional, all Y7-9 students will be asked to take part in our Sponsored Reading. This is one of the main fund raising events of the school year and it is vitally important to us if we are going to continue to help the many worthy charities that the school supports. We particularly ask that you encourage your children to take part in this very important activity. 

One final point, Monday is a day when students are encouraged to come to school in costumes but it is not a dress casual day. Students need to be either in costume or school uniform on Monday. 

Many thanks in advance for the support.

Ben Astley

Head of English
CAS Opportunity
Project Kaisei

The school enjoyed a presentation by Dr Doug Woodring at the last whole-school assembly.  Doug introduced the problem of the plastic vortex in the Pacific Ocean.  A giro where millions of tonnes of plastic circulates in the currents and as it breaks down into smaller pieces toxins enter the food chain.  

There are some things that students to do to help reduce ‘plastic problem’:

Have your own named, permanent water bottle and fill it up at the water fountains to avoid needless use of plastic bottles. 

Challenge yourself with a ‘no plastic day’.  Try to avoid disposing of any plastic items for 24 hours.  Then try one week.

3 Days rubbish challenge.  Wash and then carry around all your plastic rubbish for 3 days.  Can you manage it?  What can you then do to reduce your personal rubbish production?

Reduce Reuse Recycle

A video link is here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qLOfuqasE
Donations can be made to Project Kaisei via their website:  http://www.projectkaisei.org
Paul  Bayne
CAS Co-ordinator
Service Trip in Africa
The opportunity to help improve the lives of others and enhance education experiences in impoverished areas is an incredible privilege, and it guaranteed to be a life-changing experience.  Information can be found on the website at http://www.indago-dms.com.

All the information is on CAS board or the link to the list of new opportunities (and the existing Community Service contact list) is here:

http://clc.esf.edu.hk/GroupRenderCustomPage.asp?GroupID=9709&ResourceID=230923
CAS Team
Student Reports - 2009 Inter-Dynasty Netball Competition
Year 7 Inter-Dynasty Netball
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2009 year 7 inter-dynasty netball was held from the 27th April to 30th April. 

It was an intense few days for us netball fans, playing games against all the other dynasties before playing semi-finals and finals. Aside from the players, many girls and boys came with their lunches to support their dynasty’s team. Many tutors also came to cheer their teams on. Ms Greenwood and her year 10 helpers umpired the games. 

Han were nervous in their final against Ming. Many of their classmates came to support and cheer them on with an enthusiastic Hamza leading everybody. Ming scored the first goal, but Han came valiantly back, with Maarya scoring the winning goal in the last 3 seconds. There were screams and shouts of joy as the whistle blew on full time: Han had won! Ming, the gracious runners-up shook hands, while our class cheered. 

Thank you to Ms Greenwood, all her year 10 umpires, the players and everybody who gave up their lunchtimes to come down and support!

Yukiko Lui - 7H2
Year 9 Inter-Dynasty Netball
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Last week Ms. Greenwood and some upper school students organised inter dynasty netball for year 9 girls. There were a huge amount of Y9 students keen to participate and give it a try, even if they didn’t know how to play the game. All who played showed talent and enthusiasm, contributed a huge amount to their team performance. In the end, playing for 1st and 2nd were Han and Ming. It was a tense game in which both teams played to their full potential. Han triumphed in the end with a 4-0 win.  
Harriet Newman - 9H1
Charlotte Greenwood
Teacher
Announcement Regarding Swine Influenza and Public Examinations - repeat
The latest information from the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority is that all examinations will take place as scheduled, beginning on Monday 4 May 2009. This is subject to change, however, and students should regularly check their school email accounts and consult the school website for announcements of any changes. If there is no announcement then it must be assumed that public examinations will take place as scheduled.

Students should make sure that they continue to prepare for examinations. In particular, they should make sure that they have all revision material at home.

As a precautionary measure against influenza, candidates:

· May bring and wear face masks during examinations, although they may be asked to remove these for verification of identity.

· Should cover their noses and mouths when sneezing or coughing and should wear a mask if instructed to do so by an invigilator.

· May be asked to sit at the back of the examination room or in another room if coughing or sneezing is serious in order to minimise disturbance and any health risk to others.

· Should let an invigilator know if they feel unwell.

· The School will be disinfecting the tables between each examination in line with HK Government recommendations.

Please note the following. In the event of a serious outbreak of swine influenza in Hong Kong, it is possible that the HK government will close schools. In this situation one of the following events is likely to occur:

1) Public examinations will be allowed to go ahead as scheduled.

2) Examinations will be postponed to be taken at a later date.

Examinations will be cancelled. If this happens measures will be put into place by the IBO and other examining bodies to award grades to the students affected wherever possible.

Remember to check your school email and the school website regularly.

Debbie Kane

Examinations Officer 

West Island School

Jacob Martin 

Vice Principal 

West Island School

Work Placements and Guest Speakers - repeat
As part of the BTEC Vocational course students are required to undertake a number of week long work placements during the year.  The purpose of these placements is to gain practical experience in a workplace setting and to give the students insight to possible career paths.  Our BTEC students currently undertake courses in Business and Art and Design and from August 2009 we will be adding Engineering and Physical Education to our vocational curriculum.
In the past our students have been experienced placements as diverse as sports coaching to fashion design, law to architecture and many more.  In order to continue to develop these opportunities, we are looking to find more businesses for our students to visit.  If you would be able to take a student into your organisation for a week we would appreciate hearing from you.
We are also trying to find guest speakers to come to classes and present on specialist topics for both our BTEC and IB Business courses.  If you would be willing to come and talk to the students on Marketing, Communication, HR, Change Management, E-commerce or developing corporate culture we would appreciate your support.
Your help in finding business placements and presenting topics to students will be of significant benefit to all the students involved.  If you can help in any way please contact Barbara Cooper, Head of Faculty – Business, barbara.cooper@wis.edu.hk
Mike Waller

Deputy Head of Upper School
Potential School Closure - repeat 
Dear Parents,
As you will be aware the situation due to Swine Flu is emerging and changing daily.

The government in Hong Kong will alert the public via TV and radio if schools are to be closed, so please make a point of looking to these.

We will post on our website if the school is closed, and e-mails to you will outline our procedures for students.

In school the phones will be manned to answer any queries and the Leadership Team will be constantly available for help.
In the event of the unfortunate case that the school is asked to close by the HK government if there are Swine Flu cases in HK schools, we will use an electronic system to teach remotely.

Students will be given the information via tutors tomorrow but we felt you should also have access to this so you can see how the system works.

We send this in preparation for you of this eventuality.

(Click here to download the information)
Jane Foxcroft

Principal
Absence from school – Parents of Year 12 Students - repeat
Dear Parents of Year Twelve,
Re: Absence from school

I write to you in order to stress the crucial importance of this term for your son or daughter.
As the curriculum in all areas will continue with normal lessons until June 26th, it is essential , and thus the school’s expectation, that all Year 12 students attend each and every lesson.
This is particularly important  as failure to do so could have a significant detrimental impact upon the student’s final grades at IB Diploma, Intermediate and Advanced Diploma levels.
With this in mind, unavoidable planned absence from school can only be sanctioned by the Principal.  Therefore, can I please ask, that letters requesting the school’s consent for such an eventuality be addressed to Ms.Foxcroft.

Your cooperation in this regard is much appreciated.

Yours sincerely,
Paul Tough
Vice Principal

Red and Black Rainstorm Procedures - repeat
As we move into the wet season I am writing to alert you to the school's procedures in the event of Red or Black Rain.

1. If an Amber rainstorm warning is in force then school remains open and students leaving for school should continue to school as usual

2. If a Red or Black rainstorm is issued before students leave for school (please listen to radio announcements) the school will be closed for students for the day. The school website will alert you to this also.

If this is during examination sessions please refer to the notes sent on procedures separately.

3. If a red or black rainstorm is anticipated while school is in session the Principal and Leadership team will make a decision on closing school early and sending students home. Parents should use the school website as the main communication avenue.

4. If a red or black rainstorm occurs without anticipation students must remain at school until it is safe for them to leave. Parents may choose to pick their own child up from school in this event but must provide identification to do so to the office.

In all cases the school will act in the interests of the safety of students and staff.

Jane Foxcroft

Principal
Year Seven Student Led Conferences, June 2nd and 3rd 2009 - repeat
Dear Parents of Year Seven,

Re: Year Seven Student Led Conferences, June 2nd and  3rd 2009

I write with reference to our planned Student Led Conferences for Year Seven in June. The Student Led Conference is a formal method of reporting where students plan, organise and lead parents through their curricular and co-curricular performance during Year Seven. This will specifically involve: students discussing their progress and areas for development in a selected number of subjects of their choice; an opportunity for students to reflect upon their involvement in the CAS programme of the school; to evaluate and articulate their own attributes as a learner against the West Island School Learner Profile.

This is an exciting and new initiative for us at West Island School as it represents a significant development from the traditional parent/student/teacher evenings. Although we have no intention to replace the more traditional event with this new format we are seeking to ensure that students become significant partners in the learning and reporting process and are encouraged to develop a growing understanding that they are able to make a positive difference for their own future.   Student Led Conferences will therefore compliment other initiatives within the school that seek to help students become independent and reflective learners.

During this and next term students will be preparing in earnest for the conferences in June. The conferences will take place for students in Han, Ming and Qing on the 2nd of June and for Yuan, Song and Tang on the 3rd of June.  The conferences will be conducted during the school day and will last for approximately thirty minutes. Tutors and pastoral staff will be in attendance but only in order to facilitate their smooth running and to clarify any questions you may have once completed.

With this in mind, I also write now to make you fully aware of the date well in advance, with the view to aid your personal scheduling and planning. We completely understand that parents have work commitments and are extremely busy during the school day; nevertheless, we would urge you to confirm your attendance at this event in order to make it a successful and memorable day for your child. After the Easter holiday your child will bring home an appointment schedule and advice on how to prepare for the conference in advance. However, if you have any questions or seek further clarification regarding the aims and organisation of the Student Led Conferences please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Tough

Vice Principal
PTA Membership is now Compulsory for all Parents - reminder

UNDER THE AMENDED ESF ORDINANCE
PTA & BUS APPLICATION 2009/10 
  
Please send in your PTA Application form for year 2009/10 with payment to our office. We are also taking in bus applications for year 2009/10. As bus spaces are given on first come-first serve basis, please send in your completed bus application form and payment as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

You can download our forms from our PTA website or click on the following link:
http://clc.esf.edu.hk/GroupDownloadFile.asp?GroupId=1889&ResourceId=257273 
  
Thank you for supporting PTA
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