TOK Curriculum Overview

	TOK Timeline and Assessment 
	Topic
	Content (for both Yrs 12 and 13)

This is an example from 2009-2010

	Most of these boxes approximates 1 week (ie:1 ½ lessons
	Introduction to ToK
	· What is TOK? What is critical thinking?

· Knowers and Knowing: establishing yourself in a community of knowers

· Ways of Knowing

· Areas of Knowledge

· Linking Questions

· Introduction of the journal

· Outline of assessment (Essay and Presentation)

	The Knower
	Knowing
	· What you know and how you know it

· Internal/external ways of knowing

· Differences between knowledge, belief and propaganda



	
	Knowledge claims
	· Group and individual exercises/presentations about knowledge claims



	
	Justified True Beliefs
	· What is a JTB?

· How can we justify claims?

· Strengths and weaknesses of means of justifying our own beliefs

· Credibility

	Ways of Knowing
	Perception
	· What is perception?

· Is seeing believing?

· Optical illusions

	
	Perception
	· The five senses



	NB: 5 journal

entries marked A-E before 1st reports/P/Ts
	Perception
	· Senses as a filter or a lens for knowledge

· Concepts: eg inattentional blindness; scientific realism

	
	Language
	· What is language?

· Sign language/ body language

· Language and culture

· Language and power/sexism/racism

	
	Language
	· How do we acquire a language (Pinker vs. Chomsky)? 

· How do babies learn their first language?

· Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis

· Second language learners

	
	Language
	· Concepts: eg secondary meanings; weasel words
	
	· 

	
	Emotion
	· The role of beliefs

· Emotions as a way of knowing/ obstacle to belief



	
	Emotion
	· Emotional advantages and limitations

· Phobias

	
	Emotion
	· Rationalism

· Intuition

	
	Reason
	· Deductive and inductive reasoning



	
	Reason
	· Inference

· Paradigm shifts

	Up to Christmas
	Reason
	· Logic

· Types of logical arguments: Fallacies/informal reasoning

	After Christmas

Start Areas of Knowledge
	Ethics
	· Moral Reasoning- the moral principle

· Moral relativism – arguments for and against

· Relativism and intolerance – cultural imperialism

	NB: 5 more journal entries marked A-E for 2nd reporting/ P/T
	Ethics
	· Self-interest Theory

· Religious Ethics

· Duty Ethics

· Kant and Ethics

· Utilitarianism

· Morality questions based on criteria

	
	Ethics
	· The Arts and ethics

· Ethics and cultural influence

· Are ethics influence by religion and faith?

· Plato’s p.o.v 

· Scientific research and ethics

· Ethics: A matter of the head or the heart?



	
	Maths
	· Mathematical Paradigms

· Axioms

· Deductive Reasoning

· Theorems



	
	Maths
	· Proofs and conjectures

· Certainty:  A priori  & A posteriori

· Mathematics as Empirical/ Analytical

	
	Maths
	· Euclidian geometry

· Non-Euclidian maths and the problem of consistency

· Gödel’s Incomplete Theorem

· Maths and the World

· Is there beauty in Mathematics?

· Is Math discovered or invented?

· Does Maths vary with each culture?



	
	History
	· Evidence and its significance

· How history can give us a sense of identity

· History and cultural views

· History as evidence against propaganda

	
	History
	· How can the past be known?

· Manipulating history Writing History (Chinese vs Columbus)

· The advantages and disadvantages of hindsight

· The problem of bias

	
	History
	· “Great Person” theory

· History and empathy

· Economic Determinism theory

· The role of chance

	
	Practice Presentations
	· Depending on time available, can be done in full, just planned or presented in part

	After Easter
	Internal Assessment Preparation (Oral Presentation)
	· Explain the oral presentation

· Discuss suitable partners for the assessments (please note that groups of one or more than three are discouraged)

· Discussion and selection of suitable topic for oral presentation

· Begin preparation

	
	Preparation for Oral Presentation
	· Students continue preparation for oral presentation. They need about 5 lessons for preparation.

	
	Oral Presentation
	· Students present to class, during class time

· Paperwork completed

	Before the end of Yr 12
	Discuss essay
	· Discuss topics

· Decide on approach

· Practise planning, writing introductions etc

	Start of year 13
	Aesthetics
	· What is Art/Music etc?

· The intention of the artist/musician etc

· Judging art – is everything art?

· Aesthetic judgments

· Are there universal standards in Art/Music etc?

· The role of Cultural differences in Art/Music etc?

· Are men better at art than women?

	
	Aesthetics
	· Criticisms of the intention of criteria 

· The quality of criteria

· Criticisms of  criteria

· Response of connoisseurs 

	
	Aesthetics
	· Art and knowledge: art as imitation, communication, education

· Plato vs. Aristotle

· Science and Art as Complements

· Maths and Art as Complements

	
	Natural Sciences
	· Science and Pseudo-science

· The scientific method

· Inductivism

	
	Natural Sciences
	· Problems with observation

· Testing hypotheses

· The problem with induction

	
	Natural Sciences
	· Falsification (Karl Popper)

· Conjectures and refutations

· Rationalism and Empiricism

	
	Human Science
	· Observation

· The observer effect

· Loaded Questions

· The Milgram experiment

· Measurement

· Laws and human free-will

· Laboratory conditions vs. the real world



	
	Human Sciences
	· The relationship between Natural and Human Sciences

· Paradigm shifts and their relation to Natural Sciences

· Reductionism

· Holism

	
	Human Sciences
	· Meaning and Purpose: Verstehen

· The problem of bias

· Predictions

· Considering how the mental is related to the physical

	Start about mid-October Yr13
	Essay Writing
	· Essay Skills

· PEA format

· Topic Analysis

· Criteria

· Avoiding pitfalls

· Top tips for writing essay

· Hand in plan. Teacher checks thoroughly to avoid any “D” essays



	November

December

January
	Essay Writing
	· Writing essay in class and at home over at least 9 lessons

· Students use checklist to monitor completeness of work

	Essays handed on Wed Jan 6
	
	· Paperwork completed

· Referencing checked

	Post-Jan 6
	Supervised study
	Students work under supervision for assessment across their Diploma subjects


TOK Assessment Overview
There are two pieces of assessment, the essay and the presentation, over the two year course. They are complementary opportunities for students to show the extent to which they have achieved the TOK course objectives. Both assessment tasks have at their centre reflection on knowledge issues but this reflection is demonstrated differently in each.

The Presentation:

In this piece the emphasis is on demonstrating an understanding of knowledge at work in the world. Students, usually working together, choose a contemporary issue to demonstrate the significance of a broader knowledge issue. The presentation requires each student to speak for ten minutes and to answer questions from the audience at the conclusion. The presentation is marked by the teacher, using the appropriate IB TOK Presentation criteria sheet. This presentation is undertaken at the end of Year 12, with the aim of consolidating and synthesising the concepts dealt with up to this stage of the course.
The Essay:
In this piece students respond in essay form to one of ten IB supplied topics. The titles ask generic questions about knowledge and are cross-disciplinary in nature. Using claims, counter-claims, examples and their own sustained consideration of the knowledge issues, students write a non-research essay of between 1200-1600 words. The essay is marked internally to provide a predicted grade, but the final mark is determined by an external examiner using the appropriate IB TOK Essay criteria sheet.
Awarding a grade:

Using the IB published Grade Boundaries, a letter grade from E to A is decided from an overall mark out of 60. The presentation comprises 20 marks and the essay 40 marks. This grade is combined with the Extended Essay grade to give points from 0 to 3 to each student which contribute to the overall point value of the IB Diploma.
